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HISTORICAL SKETCOCH.

2

The history of the city of Bridgeport, Connecticut, does not begin with the incorporation of the town of
Bridgeport in 1821, or even with the creation of a borough of the same name in 1800, but goes back to a time when
the territory now within its bounds was a part of the towns of Stratford and Fairfield. These towns were settled
In 1639 by settlers from Massachusetts, but not until 1670 did any of the inhabitants settle on the land along the
Pequonnock river, within the present limits of Bridgeport. They were strictly an agricultural people, devoted to the

cultivation of their fields and the care of their sheep, which formed an important part of their wealth. In 1694
. 387
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the people of Pequonnock asked that the name Pequonnock might be changed to “Fairford”, and a change wag
allowed to that of ¢ Fairfield Village”. With this the people were not satisfied, and called their village ¢ Stratficld ”
aname which was legalized in 1701, Until the Revolution, Stratfield remained a quiet agricultural village, but just
before that war it began a small coasting and. foreign trade. * Natuorally the Revolution pup an end to this trade.
A part of the citzens served in the Continental army. DBesides the dangers of war a terrible epidemic of small-
pox in 1777 kept the people in distress, but with the peace the village began to be fairly prosperous. The growth

of Newfield, as Stratfield now began to be called, was not rapid. In 1791 a bridge, known as the Lottery bridge— o

gince it was built with the proeeeds of a lottery authorized by the legislature for the purpose—ias constructed
across Newfield harbor. In 1804, while undergoing repairs, it fell, and was not replaced until the present
Bridgeport or Lower bridge was built in 1807. The first newspaper in Newfield was published in 1795 under the:
name of the American Telegraph and Fuirfield County Gazetle. Two years later the place had become of such
importance that the legislature granted to it the right to select 25 citizens living within the village to act as firemen,
and in 1800 the village of Newfield became the borongh of Bridgeport, and was granted the rights of all cities:
and towns, except that of having a representative in the legislature, and of voting as a town in town and state
elections. This latter was done at Stratford., The census of 1810 tells us that Bridgeport had 1,089 inhabitants
and 123 dwellings, and carried on quite au extensive trade with the West Indies. During the war of 1812 the
British were again in possession of Long Island sound, and much loss resulted to Bridgeport’s trade,

At the close of the war prosperity returned, and in 1818 the manufacture of saddlery was begun, and for many
yvears was the leading industry of the place. The eivil war took away the customers, who were mostly from the
South, and the industry lost its importance. In 1819 Bridgeport asked to be made a town by itself. Stratford.
opposed the petition, but, in 1821, when the petition was renewed, acquiesced in the separation. The boundaries,.
when established, were to the advantage of the older town. At the time of the incorporation Bridgeport had about
1,700 inhabitants. ' : ‘ L

In 1830 the manufacture of fine carriages was begun in the town, Six years later came an event of great
importance. As early as 1801, recognizing that the position of the place made it the natural distributing point for
the valleys of the Housatonie and Naugatuck rivers, Bridgeport had built an excellent road to facilitate
communication. Other towns, wishing to secure this trade, also builb roads, and in 1827 a company was
incorporated to build a caval from the Housatonic, at New Milford, to Saugatuck harbor, Bridgeport looked upon:
these movements with suspicion, and entered eagerly into railroad projects that would assure to her the trade..
Aceordingly, in 1836, the Housatonie Railroad Company was incorporated, and Bridgeport took a large number of
its shares, issuing bonds for the purpose. The railroad had its other terminus at Sheffield, Massachusetts. In the
same year a city charter was granted to Bridgeport, but in 1839, fearing the financial trouble arising from the issue
of the bonds in support of the Housatonic railroad, Bast Bridgeport asked to be set off from the city. This was.
done, but it remained a part of the town until reunited with the city in 1864. Two years before the incorporation.
of the Housatonic railroad a daily line of steamers to New York began to rin from Bridgeport. ' By the completion:
of the railroad in 1842, and of the New York and New Haven and the Naugatuck railroads in 1849, the importance-
of the city was much inecreased. 1 .

The decade from 1850 to 1860 was one of great prosperity to Bridgeport. In 1851 the Bridgeport Gas Light
Company began business; two years later the Bridgeport Water Company was formed, and in the following two
years laid its mains through the city. Previous to this the only water-supply had been a small quantity brought
in wooden pipes from certain springs near Golden hill, It was first begun in 1818, and carried on by various parties.
" antil the Bridgeport and Golden Hill Aqueduct Company was formed in 1833, The existin g supply is taken from.
the Pequounock and pumped into four reservoirs, During this period East Bridgeport was becoming an jmportant
manufactnring town. It received its first impulse at the hands of P, T, Barnum, esq., who proved himself a wise
and publie-spirited citizen; but its great importance is due to the coming of the Wheeler and Wilson Sewing
Machine Company in 1856. Between 1850 and 1860 the population of Bridgeport nearly doubled, going from 7,560
to 13,299,

The period of the civil war was a time of depression in such industries as relied on the soutlern trade, hut it
was also the time in which many new and important industries were introduced into the city, Among thege were
the IHowe Sewing Machine Company, the Union Metallic Cartridge Company, and many others. The growth since
the war has been rapid, and in 1870 a part of Fairfield was annexed to the city

BRIDGEPORT IN 1880.
The following statistical accounts, collected by the Census Office, indicate the present condition of Bridgeport:
LOCATION,

The city lies in latitude 41° 10/ north, longitude 73° 11/ west from Greenwich, on both banks of the Pequonnock
river at a point where it enters Long Island sound. It is 18 miles southwest of New Haven, and about 56 miles
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northeast of New York. The highest point is about 70 feet above sealevel, and the lowest is tide-water. It is
situated on Bridgeport ]nrbor, an arm of the sound, which is landlocked and safe. The depth at low water is 9 or -
10 feet in the channel, which is about 200 feet mde Black Rock harbor is also within the city limits, and is a
small but excellent harbor ‘

RAILROAD COMMUNICATIONS.

The city is connected by the New York, New Haven, and Hartford railroad with New York, Springfield, and
Boston; by the Naugatuck railroad with Winsted, Connecticut; and by the Housatonic railroad with Pittsfield,
Massachusetts, and Albany, New York. ‘

TRIBUTARY COUNTRY.

The country immediately surrounding Bridgeport is chiely devoted to agriculture—dairy products and
vegetables being the chief productions. The railroads connect the city with extensive manufacturing interests in
the Housatonic and Naugatuck valleys, for which it is the distributing-point.

TOPOGRAPHY,

The city is generally level, the highest point being only 70 feet above the sea-level. The soil is mostly gravel,
resting on an underlying rock, with occasional outeroppings of mica-sehist and good building-stone. The counfry
about the city is generally h1gher and is quite wooded. Its soil is somewhat rocky in places, but, in general, is
good farming-land. ‘

CLIMATE,

The highest summer temperature in average years is 90°; the lowest winter temperature in average years is
—20, The adjacent waters tend to diminish the extremes and equalize the mean annual temperature. The
prevailing winds are northerly and westerly, and reduce the temperature and humidity, In summer a southwest
wind prevails in the afternoon and evening, making the mghts comfortable.

STREETS.

The total length of streets is 89.32 miles. Of this, 1,660 feet is paved with cobble-stones, 5,550 feet is paved
with broken stone, and the remainder is nearly all gravel, The sidewalks in the center of the city are generally of
blue flagging, while in the less densely populated parts there is a large amount of concrete walks. The gutters are
made by laying a 12-inch flagstone abutting the curb, and then laying a cobble-stone paving 2 feet in width, with
a piteh of 3 inches toward the curb outside the flag. The city is well supplied with shade-trees, which are generally

.placed in a grass-plot left between the eurbstone and the stone or conerete walk., The street-repairing is done by

day work, and in 1879 cost $4,210 93. The city owns a steam stone-crusher, which it does not use, and a stpam
roller. The latter is found to be of great use. There are 4 miles of horse-railroads. There are 9 cars in use, 41
horses and 19 men employed, and 330,847 passengers were carried during the past year (1879). The rate of fare
i85 cents. There are no omnibus lines in the city.

WATER-WORKS.

Bridgeport is supplied with water by the Bridgeport Hydranlic Company, a private corporation. The supply:.
is obtained from the Housatonic river, from whence the water goes partly by gravity, partly by pumping, into 4
reservoirs, During 10 hours the least amount pumped is 1,245,000 gallons, and this is done at & cost of $14 10.
There are 45 miles of street-maing and supply-pipes. There ‘1re 178 hydrants in use, and the pressure at them is
41 pounds to the square ineh. The average daily copsumption is 3,000,000 gallons.

GAS,

The city is supplied with gas by the Bridgeport Gas Light Company, a pfivate corporation. The average daily

@roduction is 79,000 cubic feet, and the charge-per 1,000 feet is $2 60.  The city pays $20 a year for each gas street-

lamp, 893 in number. In the suburbs gasoline street-lamps are used. There are about 230 of these, and the cost
for the year ending March 31, 1880, was $3,879.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Except the school-houses, valued at $143,690, the almshouse, valued at $48,500, and the engine-houses, valued

. ab $47, 000, the city owns none of the buildings used by it for municipal purposes. It pays $500 per year for the

use of a basement for police purposes, and a city court-room up-stairs, while the common-council room and the

«offices of the mayor, aldermen, and other city officers ave in another building, rented for $1,200, and also used as a

Dpublic library, When a town, Bridgeport built a court-house, and presented a pomon to the county. The palt
now owned by the city is valued at $100,000,
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PUBLIC PARKS AND PLEASURE-GROUNDS.
L

The total area of the parks of Bridgeport is 110 acres. _ ' .

Seaside Park, on the shore of Long Island sound, has an area of 50 acres, and is a beautiful ground with a £ge
water-front and drive, a natural grove and a fine lawn, on which is the soldiers’ monument. K

-Washington Park, in the center of East Bridgeport, has a natural grove and fine lawn. Its area is about 4
acres, and all the churches front upon it. |

Old Mill Green is a natural lawn with old el trees; area, 6 acres.

Beardsley Park, in the suburbs, has an area of 50 acres, and is as yet only slightly improved, though its
natural advantages are very fine. ' .

These parks are largely donations, and are valued at- $375,000. The annual cost of maintenance is, for Seaside
park, $2,500, Washington and Beardsley parks, 500 each, and Old Mill green, $100; total, '$3,600. They are
controlled by a board of park commisgioners of four members, two from each political party, appointed by the mayor
and confirmed by the aldermen. Their terms of service are 2 years each, one from each political party being
appointed annually.

PLACES OF AMUSEMENT.

Bridgeport has no theaters, Haws’ opera-house—seating capacity 1,200—being used by traveling theatrical
.companies for exhibitions. Saint John’s hall, seating about 60, is also sometimes used. All theatrical exhibitions
' pay a license of $6 for each night and $3 for each day performance; one-half these sums is charged for halls seating

less than 500. There are also in the city: Lyceum hall, Staples’ hall, Curtis’ hall, and various society halls, as
Masonic, Odd Fellows’, Grand Army of the Republie, Knights of Pythias, etc., the seating eapacities of which are:
not given, There is one concert- and beer-garden (Waguner’s), constructed in 1878, and seating about 300.

DRAINAGE,

The sewerage of this city has not been in aceordance with a general system. ¢ Conditions have not rendered
a general system necessary.” The work done, made up of several sections, has been developed from time to time
according to circumstances, ‘

There were originally in the limits of the sewered portions of the city three water-courses, one of which has
been utilized partially but unsatisfactorily; the other two have been supplanted.

Experience in Bridgeport indieates that it is not expedient to continue old water-courses as parts of the sewer
system; that it is better to construct special drains or sewers to take the necessary flow independently of the
regular sewage, especially so where the water-shed is considerable and where the volume of the flow increases
gradually during storms.

The sewers of this city discharge into the harbor between high- and low-water marks. There is no special
disposal beyond the discharge into tide-water.

The need for artificial flushing or cleansing has been exceptional. The original cost of the sewerage work ig
paid entirely by the city, and three-quarters of this cost, ineluding a proper proportion of the cost of the main
sewer into which a lateral may discharge, is assessed on property benefited in a general way, according to
frontage, but with due regard to the depth (and therefore area) of the lot,

There is no provision for the ventilation of the sewers, except such as are afforded by untrapped rain-water
leaders from roofs.

The sewers are mainly cement pipes of home production. They are laid at depths varying from 7 to 11 feet.

Prices are given for two sizes, viz, round pipes 12 inches in diameter, and oval pipes 20 by 15 inches. The cost
of the construction of these sewers was formerly from 75 ¢ents to $1 per foot for the smaller size, and from $1 25
to 81 50 per foot for the larger size. Owing to local competition, the following prices now prevail: The small size
from 24 cents to 45 cents per foot, and the larger from 44 cents to 85 cents per foot. The cost of inlet-basins is
from $30 to $33; of manholes, $12. These prices do not inelude rock excavation, which is paid for separately.

The charge for entering private drains from churches, dwelling-houses, and stores is $50 each. 'When houses
‘and stores are built in blocks, the designated price is to be paid for each of them. Hotels and public-houses are
charged $125; manufacturing establishments and others not included in the above, $100.

The following extracts from the city ordinances are noteworthy:

All permits given by the road and bridge commissioners to conneet wit;
constructed and lnid by permission of said board, to connect with
upon the express condition that the common couneil of the cit
persons making such connections, or their successors in interest,
such permission being revoked or annulled, ‘

The laying, making, and repairing of all said drains and connections,

. the direction and to the acceptance ofsaid board of commissioners,
discontinue, stop up, and prevent from diseharging into said public
and maintained in good condition and repalir, to their reason

h sewers aud drains, and all private sewers, drains, or pipes
any public sewer in any of the streets or highways of the city, shall be
y of Bridgeport may at any time revoke and annul the same, and the
shall have no right to demand or claim any damages in consequence of

whether by virtue of a permit or assessment, shall be done under

and said commissioners shall have power and it shall be their duty 1o
sewers any private drain or drains not properly constructed, or not kept.
able satisfaction, or for which no permit has been obtained as aforesaid.
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Any person who shall make, or cause or procure to be made or laid, or assist in making, any opening into or connection with any of
said sewers, or with any of the continuations, branches, or connections thereof, withoust ha,vmg been assessed therefor ag aforesaid, or, if
notb 80 assessed, without having first obtained a written permit as aforesaid, or shall open, or canse or procure to be opened, or aid or assist
in opening, any drain which ias been stopped up or discontinued as aforesaid, without having first obtained the written consent and
approval of the board of road and bridge commissioners, shall forfeit and pay the sum of §100, for the use of said city, to be recovered in
any proper form of action,

No owner or oceupant of any dwelling-house, store, or other building, or of any manufactory, brewery, distillery, or the like, ]n\vmg
permission to connect with any sewer or drain as aforesaid, shall permit any substance to flow into any sewer, drain, or receiving-hasin
which shall form a deposit that tends to fill said sewer, drain, or receiving-basin, under the penalty of §50 for each offense.

No butcher’s offal or garbage, dead animals, or obstrictions of any kind whatever, shall be pl-wed thrown, or Genosxted in any receiving-
basin or sewer; and any person so offending or causing any such substance or obstruetion to be placed so as to be carried into such receiving-
pasin or sewer shall forfeit and pay $10 for e‘u,h offense; and any person whoshall injure, break, or remove any portion of any receiving-basin,
crossing-flag, manhole vent, or any part of any sewer or drain, or who shall obstruet the mouth of any sewer or drain, or obstruct the
flow of water in any sewer, drain, or water-course in the city of Bridgeport, shall forfeit and pay §20 for each and every such offense,

CEMETERIES,

There are 6 cemeteries connected with the city, as follows:

Ancient Stratfield Cemetery, in the extreme uortheastwu part of the city, has an area of 2§ acres, and is almost
out of use.

Mountain Grove Cemetery, near the preceding, between Burr road and Ash creek, has an area of 70 acres,

Grove Street Roman Catholic Cemetery, with an area of 1§ acre, is now full and not used.

Roman Catholic O’cmetery, in Bast Bridgeport, on Pembroke lake, has an area of 5 acres.

Pembroke Oemetery, in Stratford, just outside the city limits, hfm an area of 9 acres.

Park Cemetery, in North Bridgeport, has an area of 45 acres.

Two cemeteries have been given up to the demands of husiness, and the bodies removed to Mountain Grove and
Pembroke cemeteries, The first of these was sitnated near the center of the city, between Park and Ivanistan
avenues and Lewes and State streets, and the other in Bast Bridgeport between Kossuth, Maple, East Main, and
Aretic streets. The removals were made in 1872 and 1873. The total number of interments in the various cemeteries
is about 10,640, All these cemeteries, except the Amcient Stratfield, are governed by private corporations.
Mountain Grove, established about 1850, was for a long time the leading cemetery, but Pembroke, established in
1874, and Parlk, in 1878, have already begun to attract pnrchasers, owing to the low price of lots. The only
ordinance in regard to cemeteries is one prohibiting burials in cemeteries where graves are so thick that a new one,
4 feet deep, can not be made. A permit must be obtained for each interment. :

MARKETS.
There are no public or corporation markets in the city. ‘ .
SANITARY AUTHORITY—BOARD OF HEALTH.

The chief sanitary authority of Bridgeport is & hoard of health composed of the mayor, city solicitor, and city
clerk, ex officiis, with 4 others, 2 of whom must be physicians, appointed by the mayor, subject to the confirmation of
the-board of aldermen, and 1 health officer, who is chosen by the common council. The presiding officer is the
mayor, while the ity clerk acts as clerk. The annual expense of the board in the absence of an epidemic is about
$700, of which $450 is used for salaries of the health officer and clerk, and $250 is expended for removing garbage.
During an epidemic the board is limited in its expenditures to the amount appropriated for its use by the common
council.” Its authority in absence of an epidemic extends over all nuisances and causes of ngury to publie health,
while during an epidemic its authority, except in increasing expenses beyond the appropriation, is unlimited. The

. chief executive officer is the health officer, who receives a salary of $300 a year, and whose duty it is to execute all

the orders of the board. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of May, June, July, August, and

September, and on the first Tuesday of each of the other months. Inspections of defective house-drainage, privy-

vaults, cess-pools, ete., are made by the health officer, and the authority of the board extends over defective

sewerage and street-cleaning. '
NUISANCES.

Inspections arve made frequently in the parts of the city most needing attention, but generally only as nuisances
are reported, If a nuisance is found to exist, the health officer notifies the elerk of the board, who gives such orders
4s may be necessary.

INFECTIQOUS DISEASES.

" Small-pox patients are either quarantined at home or removed to a pest-house, while searlet-fever patients
are neither quarantined nor isolated. Every physician must report to the board any case of small-pox, varioloid,
Or other infectious or pestilential disease which he may be called to attend, Should contagious diseases brealr.
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out in the schools, the board has autbority to close them if necessary. There is no regular pest-house, but o
temporary one is established when necessary.. Vaccination is compulsory when ordered by the board, and is done
at the public expense or not, as the board may decide.

The registrar of the eity keeps the record of births, deaths, and diseases, receiving returns from the physicians,
This is done under the supervision of the state hoard of health, -

REPORTS.

The board reports annually to the common council, and the reports are published in the municipal register
with the other annual reports of the city officials. :

MUNICIPAL CLEANSING.

Street-cleaning—The streets are cleaned at the expense of the city and with its regular force. The work is
done wholly by hand, no sweeping-machines being used. The cleaning is done whenever the road and bridge
commissioners, who have full 'control,,think best. The cost of this work for the past year (1879-'30) was $4,210 93.
The best portion of the sweepings is used on the parks as a fertilizer, and the remainder is used for filling in
streets across the harbor or creeks. Some complaint has arisen, since the sweepings are not always removed
promptly, and, when used as.filling, are uncovered by the tide and sometimes emit offensive odors.

Removal of garbage and ashes.—The garbage is removed by the city, contracts being made with parties for the
purpose. It must be kept, while awaiting remmoval, in suitable vessels, unmixed with ashes or house-dirt, and placed
as the clerk of the board of health may direct. It is removed beyond the city limits and used in feeding swine.
The cost to the ecity for this removal is $200 yearly., Ashes are removed at the expense of the householders and
are used for filling, The system is thought to be a good one.

Dead animals.~There are no special regulations as to the disposal of dead animals, but the practice bas been
for the board of health to have them buried if complaint is made to it. Ounly a few cases occur—about 20 annually,

Liquid household wastes.—Nearly all the chamber-slops and the kitechen and housebold wastes are ran into the
public sewers where these exist, none being allowed to go into the street-gntters. About one-quarter of the city
depends on cesspools, about one-half of which are porous, and the remainder tight or nominally so. They are not
provided with overflows and do not receive the wastes from water-closets. Cases of contamination of drinking-water
by the escape of the contents of cesspools have oceurred. The hoard of health requires the cesspools to be cleaned
and disinfected so as not to become nuisances.

Human exereta.—About one-half the houses in the city depend on water-closets, and the remainder on privy-
vaults, All the water-closets deliver into the public sewers, none being allowed to enter the cesspools. Only a few
of the privy-vaults are water-tight. They must be emptied during the months of December, January, FFebruary,
and Marck between the hours of 10 p. m. and 5 a. m., by parties licensed by the board of health. The night-soil is
taken beyond the city limits, composted, and used as a fertilizer; but none, so far as can be avoided, is allowed on
land . within the gathering-ground of the public water supply. :

Manvfacturing wastes—There is no system of disposing of the liquid and solid manufacturing wastes, and no

regulations on the subject have been made. When a nuisance arises the board of health abates it. No trouble has
arisen from the lack of system. '

POLICE,

~ The police force of Bridgeport is appointed by the police commissioners, 4 in number, appointed by the
mayor and apprpved by the common council; their term of office is 2 years, The mayor er officio is chairman of
the board. The chief execntive officer is*the chief of police, who regeives a salary of $1,200 annually and has
general supervision of the forec. The rest of the forece consists of a captain, salary 875 a month ; a lieutenant, at
$72 50 a month ; and 20 patrolmen, at $70 a month each. The men provide their own uniforms, hats and badges

Dbeing farnished by the city. They ave eqnipped with batons, clubs, and pistols, and are on duty nine hours at a time.

The force patrols about 80 miles of streets. The number of arrests for the yvear ending March, 1880, was 862, the
larger portion being for drunkenness. No account of the number of station-house lodgers has been kept. The
Speeial policemen are appointed by the police
commissioners, and receive $2 53 a day while on duty, and $1 for each arrest made while not in actual service.
The yearly cost of the police force to March, 1880, wag $18,192 23, '

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The fire department of Bridgeport consists of 1 chief and 3 assistant engineers, 3 steamer engineers, and 3
assistant steamer engineers, 7 drivers, 1 tillerman, and 42 firemen, making a total membership of 60 men. The
foree is appointed and governed Ly the board of fire commissioners

and 4 members. The apparatus cousists of 3 public and 1 priv
2 hook-and-ladder trucks {one in reserve), and Jshose.carri

y congisting of the mayor ex officio as president
ate steam fire-engines, 5 hand chemical extinguishers,
ages (one in reserve). The department has 4,700 feet of



2

o

v

NEW ENGLAND STATES: BRIDGEPORT, CONN, 39

gerviceable rubber hose and 2,000 feet of available leather Lose, and 12 horses. In all, with its various supplies, the
apparatus is valued at $150,173 50. The total expense of the department for 1879 was $16,629 43. There is a fire-
alarm telegraph undera superintendent of fire-alarm, with 38 signal-boxes. Water for fire purposes is taken from 173
hydrants. A fire-marshal is regularly appointed, who has the supervision of all buildings, and who may order such
changes in them as are deemed best. If his orders are disregarded the changes are made and the expense is
charged to the estate in fault. During the year ending March 1, 1880, the force answered 33 alarms of fire. The
total loss of property by fire was $77,970, on which an insurance of $21,415 was paid, leaving a net loss of $56,550.
The area of the fire limit iy 184 acres and the average width of the strects 60 feet. The city ordinances regulate the
sale of petroleam, fireworks, and fire-crackers, and provide for the investigation of the causes of fire.

PUBLIC SCHOGOLS.

Bridgeport has 13 school-houses with 66 rooms, exclusive of 9 recitation-rooms, These schools employ S4
teachers, and gave (in 1878-"79) instruction to 4,840 pupils. The school population is 6,362 between the ages of 4
and 16 years. The average membership in the day schools was 3,822, and the average daily attendance was 3,369.5.

MANUFACTURES.

The following is a summary of the statistics of manufactures of Bridgeport for 1880, being taken from tables
prepared for the Tenth Census by William E. Disbrow, special agent :

A\'EI{AGETNIUMggRDOF 1ANDS \l !
EMPLOYED. :
) g‘;‘z:l%f umoﬁggdylmid 1 val £ ] al
Mechanical and manufacturing industries, lisl. Capital, ‘ e i wages mu’u?x?ix;)ls. )r‘(l)(i‘;‘c(tlf.
ments. ¢ Males ‘ Temales | Children | during the Drody
"above 18 above 15! and year. !
B | years, ] vears, | youths. ‘
. —— ! —

AL RAUSETIBS et ee s et et e e ey e e 170 | $0,751, 785 E 5,4761 1, 807 255 | $3,349,035 $4,319,939| $10, 458, 212
BIRCKSINEIIIME .« oxareeeaen e e vemme saenes saemnraensaeam e seanaeanans 6 23,226 | 2 ; 11,400 1 | 17,450 39,770
Boots and shoes, including custom work and repaiving ... ..o..o.. 7 50, 050 | 59 . 40, 968 84, 659 153, 764
Bread and other DAKOTY Procilets «.nu.n o oeeaneeeenineeeaeemneanns 8 17,000 |1 40 23, 214 ’1 07, 754 113, M4
CUTPEIOITIE -+t eneaeicaens meecemeiaaenns caesasnnsnaneneaenanenns 10 18,200 || 8L .eeeenee 71,928 183, 050 928, 428
Carriages and wazona . ... O NN 6 79,230 || 128 ‘ ................... 53, 404 | 90, 649 196, 700
Confectionery voo vt ciir i i iaaa caaaa e iaaaas o rmenme e nea 4 10,700 i * 12 } 2 3 6, 400 1 17,785 36, h35
‘Cutlery and edgo toola (see also HardWare) .ooweenecucecancrennnann. 3 213,000 ‘ 434 j 35 30 224, 200 1‘ 174, 275 443, 800
Foundery and machine-shop produets «.ooooeviriioeiiannneianciaan 1 222,726 [ 302 ool a7 . 101, 085 ‘ 231,437 480, 185
Furnitare........ooooe. e ameeeieenia et s remen e eae . @ 171, 000 i: 136 J 1 52,885 ; 81, 647 185, 889
Hardware (see also Cutlery and edge t00I8) cvein e nnevnncacinnnaas [} 261, 850 ] 205 | 18 1] 6, 081 : 148,740 324, 8§76

3 I
LAQROTS, ALY <l e eeoenamrareneanan nan e aeeanebnnneeeentanes srenes 6 131, 000 {1 3 ORI R . 1%708 | 1,00
MarDIo 00 BEONE WOTK L e nraeeeeensnnsnmnes seenarmmanraneaneancnnns i 113, 200 ’ T e e 37,871 23, 000 98, 00
PHOLOZIAPRIE ©-« v vensveeeessacanesmnnnnns s enenansemnnenneesnnns 3 8,000 | 5 1 O 8,350 ' 2,000 | 11, 009
Printing and publishing ... .ooeeiotiiiaiiis vaecir e iiteaeaaaens - 7 77,000 ] (135 SN I '35, 744 34,0327 85,550
BadAlery ANA BATTIEES L ey e e veeeescaere s vasmnnemannensenannnns 5 35, 000 ‘) 69 6 ki 26, a3 ! 72,430 i 134, 504
o | . ;

7 112, 950 ]; 71 17 O O 175,770 . 026, 705 | 443, 490

Springs, steel, cor, and carringa ... 3 63, 25 J 70 P RO 03,416 219, 838 i 301, 841
Tebaceo, cigars and vigarottes. . .... ] 5,650 ! 14 1 2 6,425 | o 19,000 a3 740
“ Wateh nud elock repaiiing ..... ... 3 20,900 8l oun, t 3,700 1,700 | &, 500
All other industries (@) «.n........ . . . 57| BIWOM . B30 1,10 M) 2,157,674 | 8,006,128 ‘, 6, 670, 583

@ Emlracing anmiumition; belting and hose, leather ; bookbinding and blank-hook making; boxes, fancy and paper; brass and copper, Yolled ; brass castings;
buttons ; carpets, other than rag; carriage and wagon materials ; coffeo and spices, 1oasted and ground ; cofiing, burial cases, and undertaliers’ goods; corsets; drugs
and cliemieals; electroplating ; engraving and die-sinking; files; fire.arms ; flouring and grist-mill produets ; hair-work; iron and steel ; looking-glass and picture
frames: mantels, siate, marble, and marbleized ; millinery and lace goods ; mixed textiles; musical instruments, orgnns and materials ; paints ; plated and britammia
ware; rubber and elastic goods; sash, deors, and bLlinds; sewiﬂup; machines and attachments ; silk and silk goods; soap and candles; steam fittings and heating
apparatus ; tinware, copperware, and sheet-iron wara; toys and games ; {ools ; upholstering ; upholstering materials; varnish; wheelwrighting; wood, turned aud
earved ; and wool hats. ) :

Trom the foreg*oing table it appears that the average capital of all establishments is $37,363 44 ; that the
averuge wages of all hands employed is $445 25 per anpum; that the average outlay in wages, in materials, and
ninterest (at 6 per cent.) on capital employed is $51,458 71,



DANBURY,

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

POPULATION POPULATION
IN THE Y
X, N 7, AN ;
AGGREGATE, 8pX, NATIVITY, AND RaCE,
AT
1800-1880, .
. CENSUS OF 1880,
Ynhab, Male -ooeneni il 5,718
T80 ccoe v e Female................ 5,948
1800 cee e eeae e . 3,180
IS10 e e 3, 606 —
182000t ceee e, 3,87 e
0 73 Native coooemvunnnn.nn. 9,633
1830 e e 4,331
N ’ Foreign-born .......... 2,133
18400 e i e 4,504
1850 . i i 8,964 -
1860 e ceeeeecreens 7,234 White..oooveeeaaa.. 11, 458
-~ T4
BB e e 8,758 A Colored ...vvuuevvnnnn. * 208
1880 e mee emene amaeen . 11,666 © *Including 2 Chinese,

Latitnde : 41° 24’ North ; Longitude : ¥3° 26/ (west from Greenwich); Altitude : 400 to 900 feet,

FINANCIAL CONDITION:
Total Valuation: $5,186,620 1 per capitn: $440 00,  Net Tndehtedness: $266,415; per capita: $21 89,  Tax per $100: §1 24.

L aad

HISTORICAL SKETCH. .

The settlement of Danbury, or Pahquioque, as it was orginally called by the Indians, was first begun in 1684,
but it was not until the spring of the next year, 1685, when 7 families from Norwalk and 1 family from Stratford,
Connecticut, moved in, that its permanent settlement can be said to have taken place. These settlers purchased their
lands from the Indian owners and had the town surveyed and laid out, the survey bill giving the length of the town
as 8 miles from north to south, andits breadth 6 miles from east to west, In 1702 an actof the general assembly granted
town privileges to the inhabitants of Danbury and fixed the boundaries in accordance with the original survey.

During the early part of its existence the town seems to have had no trouble from Indians, and slowly increased as
304 :

i



NEW ENGLAND STATES: DANBURY, CONN, | 395

an agricultural commuunity. In 1756 the population was 1,527, and in 1770 it had increased to 2,626. One Dr,
Peters, in deseribing Danbury about this latter date, wrote: ¢ It has much the appearance of Corydon, England,
and forms 5 parishes.”

In the latter part of the year 1776 the town was selected by the commissioners of the American army as a
military depot, and large quantities of flour, beef, and various kinds of military stores were collected and stored.
This coming to the knowledge of General Tryon, the British governor of New York, he, with a detachment of 2,000
men, left the city in April, 1777, and, landing near Norwalk, Connecticut, marched on Danbury, reaching the place
in the afterhoon of the 26th of the same month. There was little, if any, opposition to Tryon’s march, and he not
only destroyed all the public stores, but set fire to the town—19 dwellings, 1 meeting-house, and 22 stores and barns
being consumed—and killed several of the inhabitants. The estimated private loss was given as mearly $81,000
when the inhabitants asked the state to re-imburse them for their losses. Generals Wooster, Arnold, and Sullivan,
of the Continental army, gathered what men they could and hung on Tryon’s flank on his return march to his.
shipping, inflicting considerable loss. The damage to the town was quickly repaired, and, notwithstanding the loss
of public stores, it was again used as a depot. A guard for security and a general hospital were also maintained
here until the close of the war. . v

The hatting business in Danbury seems to have taken root at an éarly day, for in 1780 mention is made of
Zadoc Benedict, who made hats in a small shop near where is now the railroad station on Main street, employing
1 journeyman and 2 apprentices for the purpose, and turning out 1% dozen hats per week—=2 hats a day being
the average rate for & good workman. The industry increased, and in 1803 there were 56 hat shops in Danbury,
averaging from 3 to 5 men in each. .Agencies were established in several of the southern states, factories gradually
took the place of small shops, machinery of improved kinds came into use, and in 1859 there were employed in this.
business alone 1,294 men, turning out annually 123,370 dozens of hats. In 1855, paper boxes, in which hats were
packed, began to be made, and as they formed a safe and convenient method of keeping the hats clean during
transportation, the manufacture of them steadily increased. Among the earlier manufactures of the town were
paper, boots and shoes, oil, nails, combs, ete. * The most of them, however, were discontinued after different periods
of existence; and now, in addition to hats, the manufacture of fur, paper boxes, hat-boxes, and shirts, with planing-
and lumber-mills, machine-shops, and a furnace manufactory, comprises the leading industries. o

In March, 1851, the railroad to Norwalk, Connecticut, was completed so that trains could be run over it, thus.
giving direct rail transportation to tide-water. Gas was supplied in 1857 and water was introduced in December,.
1860. ‘

DANBURY IN 1880.

The following statistical accounts, collected by the Census Office, indicate the present condition of Danbury:

LOCATION.

Danbury lies in lzﬁitude 410 24/ north, longitude 73° 26/ west from Greenwich, in the northern part of Fairfield
county and about 28 miles north of Long Island sound. The western limits of the town touch the state of New
York. The average altitude above sea-levgl is 450 feet. The lowest point is 400 feet and the highest 900 feet
above sea-level,

RAILROAD COMMUNICATIONS,

The Norwalk and Danbury railroad, to South Norwalk, Connecticut, connects with the New York and New
Haven railroad between New.York and Boston. A branch of the Housatonic railroad, termini Bridgeport, Con-
necticut, and Pittsfield, Massachusetts, tonches the town.

TRIBUTARY COUNTRY.

The country immediately surrounding Danbury is mainly agricultural. In addition to farm and garden
produce large quantities of milk are annually produced, not only for the supply of the town and for the manufacture
of condensed milk, which is quite extensively carried on in the vieinity, but for shipment to New York,

TOPOGRAPHY.

The underlying soil varies in different parts of the town from a solid hard-pan to & very hard gravel almost.
. impervious to water. The underlying rock is gneiss or granite. Variations of level are rather abrupt, with good
natural drainage. The surrounding country is of about the same elevation as the town, partly wooded and partly
cléar and under cultivation. The soil does not differ from that on which the town stands. There are no marshes-
or ponds worthy of mention.
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. CLIMATE.

Highest recorded summer temperature, 1020; lowest recorded winter temperature, —120, Thehighest summer
and lowest winter temperature in average years was not reported.

STREETS. _ °

There are 23 miles of streets in the town proper, none of which are systematically paved. At certain seasons
.of the year gravel is thrown on in an irregular manner wherever there appears to be need of it. The silewalks are
almost wholly of gravel and concrete, with but very little flagging. Gutters, when paved at all, are paved with
.cobble-stones, Tree-planting at, the sides of the streets, is done quite extensively by abutters. The annual cost of
streets, for construction and repair, is $3,000. The work has been done both by the day and by contract, but the
former is preferred. There is one omnibus line to the village of Bethel, with 1 vehicle, 3 horses, and 1 man, and
carrying annually 10,000 persons at 10 cents for each fare. .

WATER-WORKS.

The water-works are owned by the tolwn and cost $100,000.  Water is supplied by gravitation, and the pressure
in the mains is 85 pounds to the square ineh. There are 15 miles of streef-mains and supply-pipes, ranging in
«diameter from 10 to 4 inches, and 120 hydrants. The total annual expense for the works (1879) was $1,000.

GrAS.

Gas is supplied by a private corporation. The town pays $22 per annum for each street-lJamp, 87 in number,

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

anbury owns one building, used as a lockup and fire-rooms, and oné engine-house. The total cost is $3,000.

PUBLIC PARKS AND PLEASURE-GROUNDS,

There are 3 small parks in the town, with an aggregate area of 1§ acre. One is on Main street, between Wooster
and Boughton streets, and 2 smaller plots-on West and Franklin streets. The land was donated to the town,
-and the cost of construetion has been slight. The yearly cost of maintenance is $100. The parks are controlled
by a committee of 3 of the board of burgesses. .

[ k)
PLACES 0% AMUSEMENT,

There is one theater in the town, with a seating capacity of 900. Each exhibition pays a license to the town
.of $5, amounting in the year to some $200. :

CEMETERILES.

There are 10 cemeteries within the limits of Danbury: W

Wooster Cemetery, situated above half a mile from the business center, has an area of 75 acres, .

The other 9, containing from 1 to 2 acres each, are located in different parts of the town, and are but little
used. No records have been kept of the number of interments. Thé depth of grave is usually 6 feet. Wooster
-cemelery is owned by a private corporation, organized under stdte laws. The land is undulating; there is a lake
of a few acres, with a stream running through it, and the company has planted evergreens and deciduous trees.
The price of lots, 22 feet square, ranges from $40 to $60, and smaller ones in proportion. The lot-owners are
required to care for their lots. So far the sale of lots has covered the cost of land, improvement, and running
-eXpenses.

MAREBTS.

There are no public or corporation markets in Danbury.
SANITARY AUTHORITY—BOARD OF HEALTH,

There is no regular board of bealth in the town, the board of burgesses acting as such. There are no expenses
in ordinary times, but in case of an epidemic the expenses are not limited. In absence of an epidemic the hoard
has authority to remove any thing it may deem prejudicial to health, and to correct abuses. The chairman presides
at meetings, which are held weekly. All the members of the board have the same powers as police officers. When
nuisances are reported they are inspected, and, il found to exist, ordered removed by the person responsible.
Defective house-drainage, privy-vaults, cesspools, and sources of drinking-water are treated in the same avay as

nuisances when reported. The board exercises no spécial control over the conservation or removal of garbage,
burial of the dead, poliution of streams, or removal of exerement. '
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Small-pox patients are 1em0ved to a house built for the purpose on the town farm, about 1 mile from the-
thickly-settled portion of the town. No notice is taken of scarlet fever. Vaccination is not compulsory and is
not done at the public expense.

All diseases, births, and deaths are reported to the town clerk, who records the same. He receives o fee for
recording in each case, and the physicians receive a fee for 1eport1ug to him.

MUNIOIPAL OLEANSING.

Street-cleaning.—The streets are cleaned by private effort, and with wo regularity, The ka is reported as
being fairly well done, and the sweepings are generally used on land for manure,

Removal of garbage und ashes is done by the householders at their own time and in their own way. There
are no regulations governing the matter, nor are there any data from which the cost may be determined.

Dead animals.—The carcass of any animal dying within the limits of the town must be buried by the owner.
No special plan is designated, and as only one animal is reported to hzwa died during the past year, the matter does.
not seem to demand much attention from the authorities.

Liguid houschold wastes and human excreta.—As there are no sewers in Danbury all liquid houschold wastes
are run or thrown into 